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her and eat her skin. In order to prevent himself from 
doing this he turned his passion against himself and cut 
his own skin. The act of mutilation was accompanied 
with sexual erethism, and following this a profound feel¬ 
ing of comfort and ease. In this case his antecedents were 
very bad. His paternal grandfather was an alcoholic, 
his father suffered from epilepsy and died from cerebral 
apoplexy. 

A sister of the patient is mentally deranged. The 
patient himself had been incorrigible from infancy. At 
the age of six the sight of a young boy or girl with a fine 
delicate skin would provoke genital excitation. At nine 
years of age he began to masturbate and had ejacula¬ 
tions, and at the moment of ejaculation his habit was to 
prick deeply the abdomen with a pin, a knife or the point 
of a sword. When he resisted the temptation to slay a 
child with beautiful skin, he had peculiar sensations 
of innervation and of dying, with a sense of constriction 
and contraction in the epigastrium. When these sensa¬ 
tions came he would cut himself. The disposition of the 
patient is extremely mobile, sometimes gay and happy, 
filled with good humor, although he is haunted with the 
idea of suicide. Physically, he has but few of the stig¬ 
mata of degeneration. J. C. 

A Contribution to the Study of Cerebral Lo¬ 
calizations, derived from a Case of Injury to 
the Head with Consecutive Motor Aphasia, Ver¬ 
bal Deafness and Agraphia. —Dr. Francesco Borgi- 
otti, of the University of Sienna, communicated to the 
Gazetta degli Ospitali (March 9, 1893), the history of a pa¬ 
tient in whom a blow, not sufficiently severe to abrade 
the skin, upon the left side of the head, in the region 
corresponding to the scissure of Rolando, caused a series 
of temporary symptoms, identical in nature to those 
arising from a persistent pathological change of the 
same locality. The patient, Solferino Bartolozzi, a ro¬ 
bust, well-developed and healthy young man, on receiv¬ 
ing the blow, fell to the floor, and remained there sense¬ 
less for some minutes. Recollections of the place and 
manner of the accident came back to him slowly, and 
the subsequent general muscular weakness disappeared 
but gradually. All attempts to speak were in vain, al¬ 
though after awhile his mental faculties regained their 
integrity, and permitted him to reason over the quality 
of his vertigo, which he himself compared to that pro- 
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duced by watching the objects of the wayside, from the 
window of a rapidly moving train. Throughout the 
night the patient was afflicted with painful vomiting and 
with a roaring sound in his ears, particularly accentuated 
in the left one. The vertigo passed away by morning, 
but the heaviness of the head and the motor aphasia 
{Bouilland-Broca type) persisted. The sense of one per¬ 
son’s speech was readily understood, but the sounds of 
several voices speaking at once were confused for him. 
Slight right ptosis, double mydriases, more accentuated 
in the right eye, and right facial hemiparesis existed. 
The left labial angle was drawn upwards and outwards, 
while the right one was depressed. The tongue, while 
in the buccal cavity, was slightly deviated to the left, 
protruded ; the deviation to the right was manifest. The 
general sensibility was not modified other than by a 
.slight thermal hyperaesthesia of the right side of the 
face. Hypoacusia existed on the right side and cophosis 
■on the left, although the otoscopic examination remained 
negative. The agensia of the right side of the tongue 
was more accentuated in the posterior half. Olfaction 
was normal. The ophthalmic examination demon¬ 
strated the visual field and the chromatic vision to be 
normal. The dynamometer showed 71 kilogrammes for 
the right hand and' 59 for the left. The galvanic and 
faradic examinations proved there to be neither quanti¬ 
tative nor qualitative variations in the excitability. The 
reflexes were all normal, with the exception that the 
slight percussion of the left Rolandic zone produced the 
right facial reflex. The motility and muscular tonus of 
the limbs were normal. Chemical analysis demon¬ 
strated a slight phosphaturea. The pathognomonic 
symptom, the motor aphasia, was gradually converted 
into a slightly accentuated form of ataxic aphasia, but 
when the patient was fatigued the first form reappeared. 
If invited to read, the patient would constantly change 
the letter o, and pronounce t like d, and r like /. Three 
months later there persisted a lightly accentuated left 
hypoacusia, a hardly appreciable degree of right inferior 
facial hemiparesis, and a slight right myodriasis. The 
■dynamometer indicated 73 kilogrammes for the right 
hand and 70 for the left. The patient could write and 
read fluently, and his psychic condition was perfect. 
From this return to the normal condition, Dr. Borgiotti 
argues, very plausibly, that there had been neither dis¬ 
integration of the cerebral substance nor hemorrhage. 
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It, moreover, seems evident that the traumatism chiefly 
affected that part of the cerebral substance that was 
more immediately exposed to its influence ; namely, the 
lower third of the left third frontal circumvolution, the 
centre of motor aphasia ; the anterior part of the left 
first temporal, the centre of verbal deafness, and the foot 
of the left second frontal circumvolution, the graphic 
centre. The transitory symptoms, cophosis and hypo- 
acusia showed that there had been some dynamic change 
in the base of the brain. The mobility of the right arm 
remaining constantly normal tends to prove the inde¬ 
pendence of the motor centres, as the arm centre is jux¬ 
taposed to the graphic. E. N. B. 

THERAPEUTICAL. 

hocal Anaesthesia from Aristol .—Several observ¬ 
ers have called attention to the soothing effects of Aristol 
when applied to painful, exposed surfaces. This has 
been especially noted when Aristol has been employed as 
a dressing for burns, bed-sores and discharged blisters, 
or for irritating ulcers. At the same time the analgesic 
action of Aristol does not interfere with the strong, heal¬ 
ing power necessary to a prompt cicatrization of denuded 
areas, while it seems to favor the growth of normal, 
granulating surfaces. It is not easy to say just how far 
the power of Aristol, as a local anaesthetic, may be made 
useful in the operation of minor surgery, but some recent 
experiments point to a probable new field of usefulness 
for this remedy in the direction cited. The following 
paragraph from the Kansas Medical Journal is quite sig¬ 
nificant as showing that the advantages of Aristol as an 
analgesic have not passed unobserved : “ Dr. S. M. Riggs, 
of Muscotah, has made some interesting experiments in 
the use of Aristol as a local anaesthetic. A hypodermic 
injection of a solution in glycerine was made on a kitten 
with the result of complete local anaesthesia. The ani¬ 
mal made no resistance to a cutting operation, and was 
apparently unaware of being injured. 

The advantages of using, as a local anaesthetic, the 
same drug which was afterward to be applied to the 
operation wound as a cicatrisant, would, of course, be. 
very important. 



